
February 13, 2012 

 A Regular Meeting of the Council of the City of Manassas, 
Virginia was held in Council Chambers, City Hall, on the above 
date with the following present: Mayor Harry J. Parrish II, 
Council Members Marc T. Aveni, Sheryl L. Bass, Andrew L. 
Harrover, J. Steven Randolph, Jonathan L. Way, and Mark D. 
Wolfe; Interim City Manager Patricia A. Weiler, City Attorney 
Martin R. Crim, Assistant City Attorney Travis MacRae, City 
Clerk Andrea P. Madden, Commissioner of the Revenue John P. 
Grzejka, Chief of Police Douglas W. Keen, Captain Carl Crawford, 
Captain Trey Lawler, Community Development Director Elizabeth S. 
Via-Gossman, Development Services Manager Jamie S. Collins, 
Planning and Zoning Manager Terry Russell, Senior Planner 
Gregory J. Bokan, Fire and Rescue Chief Brett R. Bowman, 
Assistant Fire and Rescue Chief Wade House, Family Services 
Director Ronald L. King, Public Works and Utilities Director 
Mike C. Moon, Voter Registrar Linda Womack, Executive Associate 
Kay Taylor, and Administrative Associate Sharon Teasdale. 
 
 Mayor Parrish called the meeting to order at 5:31 p.m. 
giving the invocation and leading those present in the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the flag. 
 
 City Attorney Report. 
 
 The City Attorney reported on the following items: 
 
  1.   Mr. Crim responded to questions he was asked regarding 
House Bill 1859 from last year’s General Assembly Session, an 
e-verify requirement for employers wishing to do business with 
the Commonwealth.  The first question was whether the City was 
required to require contractors to use e-verify on contracts 
of an appropriate value.  The answer to that is, “no”; House 
Bill 1859 applies only to State Agencies and State Public 
Bodies, not local Public Bodies.  The second question was if 
the City is not required to require contractors to use e-
verify, can we require them to do so.  The answer to that 
question is also, “no” because the language does not authorize 
localities to require the e-verify program.  In response to a 
question asked by Council Member Randolph, Mr. Crim stated 
that the answers to these questions regarding e-verify are 
based largely on the Dillon Rule, which states that the City 
can only do things that it is authorized to do expressly or by 
necessary implications. 
 
 2.  Mr. Crim reported that the Old Town Post Office is 
now for sale and is listed at a price of $704,900.  Ms. Jamie 
Collins has a report that was provided to City Council 
regarding the condition of the property.  Mr. Crim noted that 
some renovations were done within the building, some with 
permits and some work was done without the required permits. 
 
 3. Mr. Crim stated that the Federal Railway 
Administration has provided a letter to the City ensuring that 
the Quiet Zones in Manassas will be maintained.  If citizens 
hear train horns during prohibited hours, they should contact 
the City and report the incident. 
 

City Manager Report. 
 
The Interim City Manager reported on the following item: 
 
1.  Ms. Weiler reported that City staff continues to look 

for ways to be more efficient in our duties.  A number of 
staff members are now using iPads to determine their 
usefulness in the workplace.  The City Clerk has recently been 
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given such a device to use during City Council meetings and 
other committee meetings as necessary. 
 

Chief of Police Report. 
 
The Chief of Police reported on the following item: 
 
1.  Chief Keen commended the Police Department on two 

recent public events.  The first involved a bank robbery on 
Sudley Road and the second was a stabbing on Azalea Grove 
Drive.  Chief Keen stated that due to quick action taken by 
law enforcement, arrests were made quickly on both cases.  
Chief Keen noted that the Northern Virginia Gang Task Force 
again assisted the City during the stabbing investigation. 
 

Council Time. 
 
Council Member Harrover commented on the recent Town Hall 

Meeting at Baldwin Elementary and stated that many questions 
were asked about the Education Forward Committee (EFC).  
Council Member Harrover assured those in attendance that the 
EFC will move forward and make progress.  The condition of the 
City’s schools is the most important work that this government 
will do and is the most important issue for this community.  
The work to be done is very complex and will continue for a 
long time. 
 

Council Member Randolph stated that there are many 
exciting things happening in Manassas and noted the success of 
the terrific Boys’ Basketball Team at Osbourn High School.  
Council Member Randolph noted that many of the athletic 
programs at the high school are successful and those involved 
should be commended for their dedication to the students and 
the City. 
 

Council Member Aveni stated that he had the honor to 
attend the Installation of Officers at the Greater Manassas 
Volunteer Rescue Squad over the weekend along with Council 
Member Way, members of the Manassas Volunteer Fire Company, 
and Chief Brett Bowman.  Council Member Aveni thanked all 
those at the GMVRS for all that they do for the City.  Council 
Member Aveni announced that at the Work Session on Wednesday, 
February 15, two items Fire and Rescue topics will be 
discussed; the first being the Fire and Rescue Fleet Plan and 
the second being the Implementation of the Fleet Plan.  Other 
topics at the Work Session are the Winters’ Branch Trail and 
the flooding at Battle Street and Portner Avenue.  Council 
Member Aveni reminded all that the Fire and Rescue Committee 
(FRC) will meet on Thursday in the Second Floor Conference 
Room.  Council Member Aveni stated that he had been asked if 
this School Board will be hiring the new Superintendent or if 
that decision will be made by the Board following the May 
elections. 
 

Council Member Way announced that the Land Use Committee 
will meet on February 23 and will discuss several interesting 
topics, including the Sesquicentennial events for Second 
Manassas, the Sudley Road Sector Plan, the Greater Manassas 
Baseball League (GMBL) fields, and the work plan for the 
remainder of the year. 
 

Council Member Wolfe noted that the City Manager search 
was a nation-wide search that elicited 70 applications from 
candidates all across the country.  Council Member Wolfe 
stated that the MVFC Chief reported that the volunteers have 
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contributed 2800 volunteer hours to the City in the last 
month; the value of this to the citizens of Manassas in terms 
of dollars and safety is immeasurable.  Council Member Wolfe 
echoed Council Member Harrover’s thoughts regarding Education 
Forward and stated that individual conversations have taken 
place and he hopes to schedule a meeting of the EFC before the 
end of February.  The success of our schools is the number one 
(#1) priority and important to the future of the community.  
Council Member Wolfe provided an update regarding M & T Tax 
legislation being considered by the General Assembly. 
 

Council Member Bass stated that the Utility Newsletter 
that accompanies utility bills contains a great deal of good 
information and encouraged City residents to read all the 
great articles.  Council Member Bass stated that she remains 
committed to Education Forward and is dedicated to moving 
forward with the School Board to make the schools the 
excellent schools that they should be.  Council Member Bass 
also reported on the COG Board of Director’s Meeting she 
attended on Wednesday, February 8 and the many meetings 
associated with VML Legislative Day in Richmond on Thursday, 
February 9. 

 
 Mayor Time. 
 

COUNCIL MEMBER RANDOLPH MOVED to appoint John A. Budesky 
to the position of City Manager, effective March 5, 2012.  
Seconded by Council Member Bass.  Roll call vote:  AYES:  
Council Member Aveni, Bass, Harrover, Randolph, Way and Wolfe.  
MOTION CARRIED. 

 
Mayor Parrish introduced Mr. Budesky and, along with the 

entire City Council, welcomed him to the City of Manassas. 
 

Mayor Parrish confirmed that Items 13 and 14 were removed 
from the Agenda earlier in the day and will be discussed at 
the February 15 Work Session, beginning at approximately 6:30 
p.m. 
 

Consent Agenda. 
 
 Item 1.  Approve Minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 
23, 2012.  
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER WOLFE MOVED that the Minutes of the Regular 
Meeting January 23, 2012 be approved.  Seconded by Council 
Member Aveni.  Roll call vote:  AYES:  Council Member Aveni, 
Bass, Harrover, Randolph, Way and Wolfe.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 Item 2.  Consideration of Reduction in Performance Bonds 
for Lee Square SP#06-21 and Village of Wellington SP#09-27-R1 
Phase Three, in Accordance with the Certificate of Compliance 
Dated February 6, 2012. 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER WOLFE MOVED that the Performance Bonds for 
Lee Square SP#06-21 and Village of Wellington SP#09-27-R1 Phase 
Three be reduced in accordance with the Certificate of 
Compliance dated February 6, 2012.  Seconded by Council Member 
Aveni.  Roll call vote:  AYES:  Council Member Aveni, Bass, 
Harrover, Randolph, Way and Wolfe.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 Item 3.  Consideration of Resolution 2012-54-R Amending the 
FY 2012 Budget by Budgeting and Appropriating $2,000 of Donation 
Revenue to Support a Housing and Foreclosure Prevention Event 
Held on October 15, 2011. 
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 COUNCIL MEMBER WOLFE MOVED that Resolution 2012-54-R 
amending the FY 2012 Budget by budgeting and appropriating 
$2,000 of donation revenue to support a housing and foreclosure 
prevention event held on October 15, 2011 be approved.  Seconded 
by Council Member Aveni.  Roll call vote:  AYES:  Council Member 
Aveni, Bass, Harrover, Randolph, Way and Wolfe.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 Item 4.  Consideration of Resolution 2012-56-R Amending the 
FY 2012 Budget by Budgeting and Appropriating a $5,000 AmeriCorp 
VISTA Grant to Support the City’s Neighborhood Revitalization 
Programs. 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER WOLFE MOVED that Resolution 2012-56-R 
amending the FY 2012 Budget by budgeting and appropriating a 
$5,000 AmeriCorp VISTA Grant to support the City’s Neighborhood 
Revitalization Porgrams be approved.  Seconded by Council Member 
Aveni.  Roll call vote:  AYES:  Council Member Aveni, Bass, 
Harrover, Randolph, Way and Wolfe.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 Item 5.  Consideration of Resolution 2012-57-R Amending the 
FY 2012 Budget by Budgeting and Appropriating $12,904 from 
General Fund Fund Balance for Public Works to Stabilize Eroded 
Areas on McKinley Avenue Related to SP04-71. 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER WOLFE MOVED that Resolution 2012-57-R 
amending the FY 2012 Budget by budgeting and appropriating 
$12,904 from General Fund Fund Balance for Public Works to 
stabilize eroded areas on McKinley Avenue related to SP04-71 be 
approved.  Seconded by Council Member Aveni.  Roll call vote:  
AYES:  Council Member Aveni, Bass, Harrover, Randolph, Way and 
Wolfe.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 Item 6.  First Reading of Ordinance #O-2012-08 Amending and 
Reenacting the Code of Ordinances City of Manassas, Virginia 
(2002), as Amended, by Amending Section 110-2, 110-4, 110-85, 
110-88, 110-89, 110-90 and 110-92, Relating to Tax Due Dates. 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER WOLFE MOVED that Ordinance #O-2012-08 
amending and reenacting the Code of Ordinances City of Manassas, 
Virginia (2002), as Amended, by Amending Section 110-2, 110-4, 
110-85, 110-88, 110-89, 110-90 and 110-92, Relating to Tax Due 
Dates be approved on first reading.  Seconded by Council Member 
Aveni.  Roll call vote:  AYES:  Council Member Aveni, Bass, 
Harrover, Randolph, Way and Wolfe.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 Item 7.  Second Reading of Ordinance #O-2012-07 Amending 
and Reenacting the Code of Ordinances, City of Manassas, 
Virginia (2002) as Amended, by Repealing and Reenacting Article 
II, in Chapter 126, Consisting of Sections Numbered 126-31 
through 126-191, Relating to Taxicabs. 
 
 The City Clerk read for a second time Ordinance #O-2012-07 
Amending and Reenacting the Code of Ordinances, City of 
Manassas, Virginia (2002) as Amended, by Repealing and 
Reenacting Article II, in Chapter 126, Consisting of Sections 
Numbered 126-31 through 126-191, Relating to Taxicabs. 
 
 The second reading of the ordinance as just read by the 
City Clerk was exactly the same as the first. 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER WOLFE MOVED that Ordinance #O-2012-07 as 
just read by the City Clerk be enacted upon second reading.  
Seconded by Council Member Aveni.  Seconded by Council Member 
Aveni.  Roll call vote:  AYES:  Council Member Aveni, Bass, 
Harrover, Randolph, Way and Wolfe.  MOTION CARRIED. 
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 Item 8 was reserved for changes to the Consent Agenda. 
 
 Item 9 of the Agenda:  Consideration of Resolution #R-
2012-33, Approving Special Use Permit (SUP) #2012-04:  Brown’s 
Manassas Realty II, LLC, to Allow Motor Vehicle Repair and 
Sales at 9020 Liberia Avenue. 
  
 Mr. Bokan reported that the Public Hearing for Special 
Use Permit #2012-04 was opened and closed on Monday, January 
27, 2012, with no speakers in favor of or in opposition to the 
permit.  Mr. Bokan briefly reviewed the staff report and 
conditions and stated that staff recommends approval of 
Resolution #R-2012-33. 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER HARROVER MOVED that Resolution #R-2012-33, 
approving Special Use Permit (SUP) #2012-04:  Brown’s Manassas 
Realty II, LLC, to allow motor vehicle repair and sales at 
9020 Liberia Avenue be approved.  Seconded by Council Member 
Randolph.  Roll call vote:  AYES:  Council Member Aveni, Bass, 
Harrover, Randolph and Way.  ABSTAIN:  Council Member Wolfe.  
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 Item 10 of the Agenda:  Consideration of Resolution #R-
2012-34, Approving Special Use Permit (SUP) #2012-05:  
Magnificent Belly Dance, LLC, to Allow Educational and 
Instructional Classes with a Size Greater than Ten (10) 
Students per Class, at 9000 Center Street. 
 

Mr. Bokan reported that the Public Hearing for Special 
Use Permit #2012-05 was opened and closed on Monday, January 
27, 2012, with no speakers in favor of or in opposition to the 
permit.  Mr. Bokan briefly reviewed the staff report and 
conditions and stated that staff recommends approval of 
Resolution #R-2012-34.  Based on a recommendation of the City 
Attorney, Condition Number 14, presented during the Public 
Hearing, has been removed. 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER RANDOLPH MOVED that Resolution #R-2012-34, 
approving Special Use Permit (SUP) #2012-05:  Magnificent 
Belly Dance, LLC, to allow educational and instructional 
classes with a size greater than ten (10) students per class, 
at 9000 Center Street be approved.  Seconded by Council Member 
Aveni.  Roll call vote:  AYES:  Council Member Aveni, Bass, 
Harrover, Randolph, Way and Wolfe.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 Item 11 of the Agenda:  Consideration of Resolution #R-
2012-35, Approving Special Use Permit (SUP) #2012-06:  General 
Party Rentals, Inc., to Allow Commercial Amusement at 8505 
Phoenix Drive. 
 

Mr. Bokan reported that the Public Hearing for Special 
Use Permit #2012-06 was opened and closed on Monday, January 
27, 2012, with no speakers in favor of or in opposition to the 
permit.  Mr. Bokan briefly reviewed the staff report and 
conditions and stated that staff recommends approval of 
Resolution #R-2012-35. 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER AVENI MOVED that Resolution #R-2012-35, 
approving Special Use Permit #2012-06:  General Party Rentals, 
Inc., to allow commercial amusement at 8505 Phoenix Drive be 
approved.  Seconded by Council Member Wolfe.  Roll call vote:  
AYES:  Council Member Aveni, Bass, Harrover, Randolph, Way and 
Wolfe.  MOTION CARRIED. 
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 Item 12 of the Agenda:  Consideration of Resolution 2012-
58-R Amending the FY 2012 Budget by Budgeting and 
Appropriating $88,000 of General Fund Fund Balance to Prevent 
Further Deterioration of 9300 Prescott Avenue. 
 
 Ms. Collins reported on the most recent activity 
involving the structure at 9300 Prescott Avenue and provided a 
brief summary on the City’s communications with the property 
owner, Dorothy Feaganes. 
 
 Council Member Aveni asked the Mayor to allow the 
property owner to address City Council and report what is 
happening with the structure and what their plans are relating 
to the safety and condition of the home. 
 
 The owner’s daughter, Terry Feaganes, was granted an 
opportunity to address City Council. 
 
 Ms. Terry Feaganes, a resident of Alexandria, Virginia, 
stated that the property at 9300 Prescott Avenue has been in 
the family since 1959.  Due to unforeseen circumstances and 
difficulty in dealing with contractors who agreed to help the 
owner complete repairs, but then backed out, the roof was not 
completed.  Ms. Feaganes stated that in order to complete the 
required repairs, she is going to try and sell or refinance 
her property. 
 
 Mayor Parrish asked Ms. Feaganes if she understood that 
staff is requesting City Council take action to complete work 
to stabilize the structure. 
 Ms. Feaganes stated she did not fully understand the 
request and process. 
 Mayor Parrish responded that the City would budget and 
appropriate the money to mothball the structure and would need 
to remove the porch. 
 Ms. Feaganes stated that removing the porch will further 
damage the building and indicated that the pictures being 
shown are not current as the windows have been boarded up by 
the bank. 
 Mayor Parrish explained that the work that needs to be 
completed on the house does not guarantee the continued 
integrity of the house and those dollars would be likely 
applied to a lien on the property, which would reduce the 
value of the home. 
 Ms. Feaganes stated that Joni Evans, a member of the 
Historical Society from Richmond, wrote a letter recommending 
that the porch not be removed.  Ms. Evans has been on the 
property several times and has taken pictures. 
 
 Council Member Aveni asked Ms. Feaganes why nothing had 
been done to repair or secure the building.  Council Member 
Aveni noted that included in the Agenda Packet are details 
regarding the City’s frequent contact with the owner, asking 
that action be taken to address the many issues. 
 Ms. Feaganes reported that she has been unable to secure 
any permits from the City; contractors she has worked with 
have indicated that they have been denied a permit because no 
permits are being issued for that property and the home is 
condemned.  Ms. Feaganes stated that Mr. Lawrence D. Hughes 
wrote her a letter stating that he would be willing to waive 
the permit requirement and the permit fees to get the work 
started.  Ms. Feaganes stated that she purchased 15 columns to 
repair the porch, but was told by Ms. Collins that they are 
the wrong columns.  Ms. Feaganes stated that she and her 
mother do not want the porch removed because it is not 



February 13, 2012 

securing or protecting the historical property.  Ms. Feaganes 
stated that as a homeowner, she should not need to obtain a 
permit to put back what is already there and a permit is only 
required if a homeowner is redesigning or adding elements. 
  
 Ms. Collins responded to Ms. Feaganes’s comments as 
follows: 
 
 “There was a permit for some minor structural repair on 
the porch that was issued prior to my tenure on City staff.  
The building code requires that work progress on permits 
within six months or the building code basically abandons the 
permits.  In order to secure permits for this house, whether 
or not the fees are waived, the building code that requires 
that permits are issued when structural items are included, we 
have not received during my tenure on City staff, any 
application for permits that were complete to the point that 
would indicate the structural elements included in the scope 
of work, so that we could appropriately review that and issue 
a permit.  In May of this last year, this Council asked for a 
plan of repair which the owners of the property provided. The 
City Manager responded to that plan, indicating that it was 
inadequate because it did not include drawings that would be 
appropriate for the issuance of a permit, nor did it include, 
in essence, the properly licensed contractors that would need 
to be used for this scope of work.  So, we have tried to work 
with the owner for them to secure the appropriate permits that 
are required to stabilize the house, but we have not received 
a building permit application in my office.” 
 
 Council Member Wolfe asked Ms. Collins if the house meets 
the state definition for a blighted property and what remedies 
are available to the City to deal with such properties. 
 Ms. Collins responded that it does meet the definition 
and the City may complete the repairs on the property and 
require that the owner reimburse the City; should the owner 
fail to do so, the City can put a lien on the property.  If 
the owner does not remove the lien by repaying the funds in 
two years following December, the City can put the property up 
for a tax auction to recover the funds.  The City can also 
demolish the property. 
 
 Council Member Wolfe commented that this property has 
been the subject before the Council for at least four or five 
years.  Council Member Wolfe stated that he has a tremendous 
concern about investing over $80,000 of taxpayer money in a 
property that is beyond repair and salvage.  This is an 
unfortunate situation and the home should have been dealt with 
long ago.  To mothball this house is to essentially kick the 
can down the road for two years with no likelihood of positive 
resolution.  For those two additional years, the house will 
act as a drag on the rest of the community that surrounds it; 
it has and will continue to lower property values in the 
neighborhood.  Council Member Wolfe stated that he would much 
rather spend money to demolish the structure and allow the 
City to have a safe grass lot there and eventually sell the 
lot with deed restrictions regarding future construction. 
 
 Council Member Way stated that he agrees in large part 
with Council Member Wolfe and went back and forth on this 
issue himself.  The basic principle was to not put taxpayer 
money in jeopardy.  Council Member Way stated that much of the 
risk with investing in this home is that there are many 
unknown issues, including the possibility of lead paint, 
additional rot, and other hidden problems.  The other 
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alternative is to take down only the porch and hope that 
another social group wants to restore the home.  Council 
Member Way stated that he is willing to remove the porch 
because it is an imminent safety hazard.  Council Member Way 
indicated that he is also inclined to approve the demolition 
of the entire structure in the summer if no progress has been 
made on the stabilizing the home. 
 
 Mayor Parrish commented that in order for a group to come 
forward and purchase the home, the owner must be willing to 
sell the home, and up to now, she has not been willing to 
consider this option. 
 
 Council Member Randolph stated that this is one of those 
situations where no good choices exist and the City Council 
must make the best decision they can.  The neighbors on 
Prescott Avenue have been at City Council meetings and have 
contacted the City many times to express their concern over 
this structure.  The home has been a historic and contributing 
structure to the Historical District, but it has now 
deteriorated due to neglect.  This is an on-going issue and no 
matter what action the City Council takes, it will be too 
little for some and too much for others.  Council Member 
Randolph stated that he supports Option 1. 
 
 Council Member Aveni stated that he is not interested in 
spending money on this home and would prefer to give the 
owners a specific amount of time to complete repairs.  If 
those repairs are not completed, Council Member Aveni stated 
he would support demolition of the structure. 
 
 Council Member Way stated that he is in favor of removing 
the porch because it is a public safety hazard. 
 
 Council Member Harrover commented that he voted in favor 
of doing something about the home the first time it came to 
the Council and will do so now as well.  Council Member 
Harrover stated that the City has to save this house and it 
should do it soon.  Council Member Harrover expressed his 
support for Option 1. 
 
 Council Member Bass commented that there are a number of 
options available to the Council, including demolition; 
however, she supports Option 1.  This home should be a place 
that the City and the neighbors are proud of.  Council Member 
Bass stated that she has a great deal of confidence in City 
staff and how they have dealt with this issue.  Council Member 
Bass noted that the owner of the property was not interested 
in communicating with or cooperating with Council Members or 
the staff prior to this evening. 
 
 Ms. Weiler stated that there is not an option for 
demolition of the porch; the building official has declared 
that the porch is unsafe and the porch must be demolished.  
Council’s option is to either budget and appropriate City 
funds to pay for the demolition or to require the owner to 
demolish the porch at her expense. 
 
 Ms. Collins confirmed that the porch must be removed.  If 
the owner is allowed to do the work, Ms. Collins recommended a 
stipulation of 30 days to secure permits and demolish the 
porch. 
 
 Mayor Parrish asked why staff is suggesting the porch 
come down. 
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 Ms. Collins stated that the porch is no longer 
structurally sound, has been deemed unsafe, and it becomes a 
hazard to the community.  While the structure is posted, if 
someone were to trespass and be on the porch and sustain 
injuries, the City has an ethical responsibility to protect 
citizens.  The owner has been notified many times to remove 
the hazard and has failed to do so. 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER RANDOLPH MOVED that Resolution 2012-58-R 
amending the FY 2012 Budget by budgeting and appropriating 
$88,000 of General Fund Fund Balance to prevent further 
deterioration of 9300 Prescott Avenue be approved with staff 
option 1.  Seconded by Council Member Harrover. 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER WAY MOVED in a SUBSTITUTE MOTION that 
Resolution 2012-58-R amending the FY 2012 Budget by budgeting 
and appropriating $88,000 of General Fund Fund Balance to 
prevent further deterioration of 9300 Prescott Avenue be 
approved with staff option 2.  The motion died due to the lack 
of a second. 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER WOLFE MOVED in a SUBSTITUTE MOTION to 
grant the owner of the property 30 days, from this date, to 
repair or demolish the porch; to grant the owner of the 
property 90 days, from this date, to effect repairs and 
remediation to the remainder of the house; and failure to 
accomplish either of those provisos will result in the Council 
appropriating $30,000 for the immediate demolition of the 
property.  Seconded by Council Member Aveni. 
 
 Additional discussion followed. 
 
 Council Member Harrover stated that he cannot support the 
motion because he does not want the house to be demolished at 
the end of 90 days. 
 
 Council Member Wolfe stated that the Council is giving 
the owner one last fair opportunity to do what she said she 
wanted to do and planned to do.  The house is a hazard and if 
the owner completes the repairs, no public money is expended.  
Council Member Wolfe said he would prefer to see the house 
preserved but he is also aware of the impact of a blighted 
property on the rest of the community. 
 
 Council Member Aveni stated that this motion puts the 
responsibility back where it belongs, and that is with the 
owner of the property, not the taxpayers in Manassas.  Should 
the City begin repairing historic homes, what will keep other 
private homeowners from coming to the Council to seek repairs 
on their structures?  Council Member Aveni commented that the 
proposed repairs are not going to make the house look any 
better and it will remain an eye-sore. 
 
 Council Member Randolph stated that this is not a rush to 
judgment by the City Council as the home has been an issue 
before the Council for over five years.  It is an unfortunate 
decision, and although nobody wants to make the decision, it 
must be addressed.  There have already been many opportunities 
for the home to be repaired and if something is not done soon, 
the home may literally fall apart. 
 
 Mayor Parrish stated that staff has indicated the City 
has the right to demolish the porch.  Mayor Parrish asked if 
the City has the right to demolish the entire building 
legally. 
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 Mr. Crim and Ms. Collins both responded that the City 
does have the right to demolish the structure based on the 
City’s spot blight abatement legislation. 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER RANDOLPH MOVED that the meeting be 
extended to 10:30 p.m.  Seconded by Council Member Bass and 
carried unanimously. 
 
 Mayor Parrish asked the City Clerk to call the roll on 
Council Member Wolfe’s SUBSTITUTE MOTION: 
 
 Roll call vote:  AYES:  Council Member Aveni, Way and 
Wolfe.  NAYS:  Council Member Bass, Harrover and Randolph.  
TIE VOTE.  Mayor Parrish stated that he would vote and break 
the tie at the next City Council meeting on February 27, 2012. 
  
 Items 13 and 14 were removed from the Agenda prior to the 
meeting. 
 
 Items 15, 16 and 17 were reserved for changes to the 
Agenda. 
 
 Item 18 of the Agenda:  Presentation of Report by Tom 
Hillgrove, President of Rink Management Services Corp. (RMSC) 
on Activities at Harris Pavilion. 
 

Tom Hillgrove presented an update to City Council of the 
many activities and events hosted at the Harris Pavilion. 
 
 Item 19 of the Agenda:  Presentation of the Voter 
Registrar’s Annual Report for 2011 by Jack B. Slimp, Jr., 
Chairman of the Electoral Board. 
 

Mr. Slimp presented to City Council the Voter Registrar’s 
Annual Report for 2011. 
 
 Item 20 of the Agenda:  Presentation of Update on 
Legislative Session Activity by Tom Dick. 
 

Mr. Dick presented to City Council an update on recent 
legislative session activity. 
 
 Item 21 was reserved for changes to the Agenda. 
 
 Item 22 of the Agenda:  Presentation of International 
Seat Belt Compliance Pledge Certificate by a Representative of 
the National Fallen Firefighters Foundation’s Everyone Goes 
Home Program to Brett R. Bowman, Chief of Fire and Rescue. 
 

Chief Bowman was presented with the International Seat 
Belt Compliance Pledge Certificate by a Representative of the 
National Fallen Firefighters Foundation’s Everyone Goes Home 
Program. 
 
 Item 23 was reserved for changes to the Agenda. 
 
 Item 24 of the Agenda:  Citizens’ Time. 
 
 Dave Core, a resident of the City of Manassas and member 
of Recreation Manassas, Inc., provided an update on the 
activities of the organization.  The group has made 
improvements to the parks and given to the Boys and Girls 
Club.  In December, Recreation Manassas, Inc. managed the 
Annual Winter Wonderland Train Show at the Center for the 
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Arts.  It was a fantastic four-day event with nearly a 
thousand visitors; food and boxes of toys were collected and 
donated to SERVE.  The community gave generously and their 
giving spirit is appreciated.  Mr. Core noted that the 
National Capital Trackers set up a majority of the exhibits 
and were great partners in the event.  Mr. Core thanked Ken 
Johnson, who volunteered and is a member of Recreation 
Manassas, Inc.  Mr. Core also thanked Gae Johnson, who is an 
active volunteer and coordinated the whole event.  Mr. Core 
stated that they are very pleased to be a part of the City and 
look forward to managing this event next year. 
 

Raymond Beverage, a resident of the City of Manassas, 
spoke about the change in bus stop from the Harris Pavilion to 
in front of City Hall and reported on recent assistance 
offered to homeless.  When City resources and partnerships are 
utilized, many people can be helped.  Mr. Beverage stated that 
the City should seriously consider moving the bus stop back to 
the Pavilion and begin foot patrols again in Old Town. 
 

Nathan Loew, a resident of the City of Manassas, stated 
that he believes the house at 9300 Prescott Avenue is 
salvageable.  The owner of this property needs help as she 
cannot do this alone.  The daughter of the owner also needs 
help to repair the property.  Mr. Loew stated that the house 
has been deteriorating for a long time and it would be good to 
see this house saved.  This decision, according to Mr. Loew, 
deserves more consideration for a solution to save the house. 
 

Lianne Best, a resident of the City of Manassas, stated 
that choice and women's reproductive health is important to 
the women in the community. 

 
Public Hearing. 
 
Item 25 of the Agenda:  Continuation of Public Hearing 

for REZ #2010-03:  BLP Trust, to Construct a Maximum of 
Fourteen (14) Townhouses at 9910 South Grant Avenue. 

 
Mr. Bokan stated that the Public Hearing regarding this 

issue was opened by Mayor Parrish on Monday, January 23, 2012 
and was continued to February 13, 2012.  There were some 
concerns raised by Council regarding stormwater management, 
the architecture, and the traffic study. The applicant 
responded to these concerns in a letter, which was included in 
the City Council’s packet.  Additionally, staff contacted the 
Public Works Department with regards to the traffic study and 
revised stormwater management proffer; Public Works did not 
express concerns with the traffic study or revised stormwater 
management proffer. 

 
Council Member Bass asked about proffer number 5 

regarding the architecture and the general conformance with 
previously provided elevations. 

Paul J. Gauthier, the applicant’s representative, 
responded that at this time, there is no builder for the 
project and the applicant needs some flexibility to move 
architectural features, particularly doors and windows, 
around.  Mr. Gauthier stated that the townhomes will not be 
covered completely in vinyl siding and will have stone or 
brick incorporated in the design. 

 
Mayor Parrish opened the Public Hearing. 
 



February 13, 2012 

 The Mayor invited anyone who wished to do so address 
Council in favor of or in opposition to rezoning. 
 
 There were no speakers in favor of or in opposition to the 
rezoning. 
 
 Mr. Bokan stated that staff is recommending that the public 
hearing be closed and action be taken immediately. 
 

COUNCIL MEMBER RANDOLPH MOVED to close the public 
hearing. Seconded by Council Member Aveni and CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
The public hearing was closed at 7:59 p.m. 

 
Item 26 of the Agenda:  First Reading of Ordinance #O-

2012-09, Approving REZ #2010-03:  BLP Trust, to Construct a 
Maximum of Fourteen (14) Townhouses, at 9910 South Grant 
Avenue. 

 
Mr. Bokan stated that Ordinance #O-2012-09 will approve, 

on first reading, Rezoning #2010-03.  The Public Hearing was 
just concluded. 

 
COUNCIL MEMBER WAY MOVED that Ordinance #O-2012-09 

approving REZ #2010-03:  BLP Trust, to construct a maximum of 
fourteen (14) townhouses, at 9910 South Grant Avenue be 
approved on first reading.  Seconded by Council Member Bass.  
Roll call vote:  AYES:  Council Member Bass, Harrover, Way and 
Wolfe.  NAYS:  Council Member Aveni and Randolph.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 
 
 Item 27 of the Agenda:  Consideration of a Motion 
Authorizing a Closed Meeting on Subjects in Accordance with the 
Amended freedom of Information Act. 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER RANDOLPH MOVED that the City Council convene 
in a closed meeting to discuss or consider acquisition of real 
property for a public purpose or of the disposition of publicly 
held real property, since discussion in an open meeting would 
adversely affect the bargaining position or negotiating strategy 
of the City, as permitted by Virginia Code § 2.2-3711 Paragraph 
A (3), for which the Virginia Freedom of Information Act permits 
discussion in a closed meeting.  Seconded by Council Member 
Bass.  Roll call vote:  AYES:  Council Member Aveni, Bass, 
Harrover, Randolph, Way and Wolfe.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 Mayor Parrish announced that the Mayor and City Council, 
the Ms. Weiler, Mr. Crim, Ms. Via-Gossman, Mr. Moon, and Ms. 
Collins would be included in the discussion. 
 
 Council retired to the closed meeting at 7:26 p.m. 
  

Item 28 of the Agenda:  Consideration of a Motion 
Certifying That the Closed Meeting was Conducted in Conformity 
with Virginia law. 
 
 Council returned from the closed meeting at 7:38 p.m. 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER RANDOLPH MOVED that the City Council certify 
that, in the closed meeting just concluded, nothing was 
discussed except the matters specifically identified in the 
motion to convene in closed meeting and lawfully permitted to be 
discussed under the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of 
Information Act cited in the motion.  Seconded by Council Member 
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Bass.  Roll call vote:  AYES:  Council Member Aveni, Bass, 
Harrover, Randolph, Way and Wolfe.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 Motion was duly made, seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY to 
adjourn the meeting. 
 
 Mayor Parrish declared the meeting adjourned at 8:44 p.m. 
 
 
 
             
MAYOR  CITY CLERK 
 
        
  DATE APPROVED 


